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	Purpose of Report: 

At its meeting in June 2006, this committee approved consultation on station access improvements.  Consultation has now been carried out and this report summarises the results and recommends implementation of the scheme.




1
Recommendations

It is RECOMMENDED that the Committee:

i) note the results of the consultation;

ii) authorise the Director, Built Environment, to prepare final drawings incorporating as far as practicable the points identified in Appendix 1and following consultation with ward members and the Pitshanger Community Association to then;

iii) proceed to implement the scheme; and

iv) authorise the Director, Built Environment, to advertise necessary traffic orders and, in the event of no objections being received, to proceed to implement the changes in waiting and loading restrictions.
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2
Reason for Decision and Options Considered

To enable the scheme to be implemented.

3
Key Implications

The Committee’s approval of the recommendations attached to this report is required in order for the scheme to progress.

4
Financial

All works to be carried out by this Council will be fully funded by Transport for London.  A provisional allocation of £300 000 has been made from the Streets for People budget for 2008/09 and £10 000 from Bus Priority.  In addition, £12 000 is available in the remainder of 2007/08 for base monitoring surveys and utility works.

5
Legal
The works on the highway can be carried out under the Council’s statutory powers as highway authority.  Any traffic management orders will be advertised in accordance with the Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
6
Value For Money

The scheme meets Transport for London’s criteria as demonstrated by the fact that TfL has approved in principle outline proposals and broad cost estimates and is thus committed to funding the final scheme subject to costs remaining similar to the original estimates.  Works will be implemented through the Council’s term contractors.

7 
Risk Management

The main risks to the scheme arise from delays preventing implementation during the timeframe of available funding, and unforeseen problems on site.  However, a staged programme will have to be agreed with TfL and this will be closely monitored with TfL.
8
Community Safety

The scheme includes proposals to upgrade pedestrian crossing facilities with a view to reducing pedestrian casualties and reducing danger on the road.

9
Links to Strategic Objectives

The scheme contributes to making Ealing a better place to live in by improving the street environment and traffic movement.
10
Equalities and Community Cohesion

An EQIA (Equality Impact Assessment) was approved for the Local Implementation Plan for Transport (July 2006) that covers all of the Council's transport policies, programmes and proposals to 2011.  Reference: Chapter 15 Local Implementation Plan, July 2006.  This proposal is in line with the broad policies covered within the approved LIP and therefore assessed under its EQIA.  
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11
Staffing/Workforce and Accommodation implications: 

None.

12
Property and Assets

None.

13
Any other implications: 

None.

14
Consultation

During December 2007, residents and businesses within approximately half a mile from Pitshanger Lane were consulted on their views concerning proposals to make improvements on Pitshanger Lane and the wider area with the aim of:

· 
Reducing dominance of vehicles;

· Improving crossing facilities for pedestrians, including those with mobility and visual impairments;

· Increasing effective footway width;

· Facilitating two-way free-flow of vehicles, particularly buses, whilst ensuring vehicle speeds are attenuated;

· Providing loading facilities;

· Improving pedestrian directional signing;

· Aligning waiting and loading restrictions to current demand and ensuring they are enforceable; and

· Improving the street scene.

The leaflet and questionnaire were sent to 3357 properties and the response rate was very good, particularly from residents that live close to Pitshanger Lane.  872 people responded to the questionnaire (26% response rate) and fifty percent of respondents live or own a business on Pitshanger Lane or in the streets directly adjacent.

The responses show that there is strong support (approximately 70% of respondents) for all of the ‘Shopping Area Proposals’ and for the ‘Shopping Area Options’, all of which are outlined in the consultation leaflet.  Residents have clear preferences (Options A) for the Shopping Area Proposals and are strongly in favour (over 70% of respondents) of the ‘Wider Area Proposals’.  Seventy-seven percent of respondents said that, overall, they support the proposed scheme.
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There were 482 specific comments (many people provided more than one comment) and the main issues are summarised in the attached Note (Appendix1).  In the light of these comments, recommendations have been provided for further consideration.  Many comments were provided on the issue of parking restrictions.  

15
Detailed section

The Committee approved consultation at its meeting in June 2006 and agree to receive a report on the results of consultation at a future meeting.
A well-attended meeting organised by the Pitshanger Community Association was held in March 2007, after which the Association carried out its own, very detailed, consultation exercise.  As far as possible, changes highlighted then have been incorporated in the consultation drawings.  Detail plans will be prepared following the decision of the committee.
16
Timetable 

A timetable for implementation will be agreed with Transport for London who will monitor progress.

17
Appendices

Appendix 1 – summary of consultation comments received

Appendix 2 – consultation leaflet and questionnaire
18
Background Information


Scheme concept design


Consultation and report
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